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Good Evening, ladies and zentlemen: 

If you nad been able to attend, I'm sure you vould have been 
xeenly interested in the opening of the Alberta Legislature on Thursday, 
February 9 last. The word has been used many times, but the opening cer- 
emonies can best be described again as colorful. There is always a dignity 
about such events which is most impressive. There is an air of subdued 
excitement. There is tradition behind the ceremonies ... and as you watch, 
your thoughts will go back to half-remembered incidents described in our 
history books and taking place in medieval times when our form of sovern~ 
ment was just developing, 

There is also the expectancy with which we await the 3Iveech from 
the Throne, read by Her ijesty's representative, the Lieutenant Governor. 
From this august statement, the public learns for the first time the program 
of legislation to be presented to the Assembly, 

February 9th marked the Regine of the Second Session of Alberta's 
13th Legisleture, I want to tell you something of what took place on that 
occasion. 

It began at 2.30 with the firing of a 15-gun salute heralding the 
arrival of Lieutenant Governor Dr. J, J. Bowlen. Sven while the guns were 
still booming, His Honor, dressed in the traditional Windsor uniforn, 
inspected the honor guard provided ae second battalion, Princess Patricia's 
Canadian Light Infantry. 

Meanwhile, members of the Legislature, officials and guests 3eated 
themselves in the Legislative chamber, while hundreds mre crowded into the 
Speaker's gallery, the members! gallery, the public gallery and even the 
press gallery above. 

Promptly at 3 o'clock, the Lieutenant Sovernor, 2ccompanied by his 
aides representing the navy, army, ore and the R.C.M.P., entered the 
chamber and took his seat in the Speaker's chair ... whereupon he read the 
Speech from the Throne, His Honor and party then left the chamber, 

As the next step in getting the session underway, Premier Manning 


then introduced a non-money bill. This is also a traditional formality, 


Oe 
and is followed to establish the right of the Government to present legis- 
lation and that of the Legislature to consider it. The bill was given first 
reading, which consisted of the Clerk of the Legislature glancing over it 
and pronouncing "This bill is now read for the first time." 

The Assembly then adjourned until the next day. 

As I said before, this is the second session of Alberta's 13th 
Legislature. The first session was a week-long meeting held last August 
following the general election of June 29th. 

In this connection it may be interesting to note that the first 
session of Alberta's first Legislature opened on Merch 14, 1906, and pro- 
rogued the following May 9th. 3ince that time 59 sessions have been held 
and so the present one is the 60th session held in Alberta during our fifty 
years as a Province. 

Sessions usually last about six weeks, with the "estimates" having 
to be approved before the new fiscal year begins on April lst. Any Legis— 
lative business which remains is usually completed shortly afterwards. 

An important debate during every session concerns the Speech from 
the Throne, which gives government members a chance to explain their record 
and opposition members an opvortunity to criticise it. Next comes the 
presentation of the budget, which outlines in some detail the financial 
progress and program of the Province. This too is debated at considerable 
length. 

The estimates or amounts needed to meet the expenses of government 
is subjected to close questioning by members of the legislature sitting in 
committee. And of course in between these items, new legislation and amend- 
ments to statutes already passed are presented to the Assembly and debated 
at length. Resolutions are also introduced and debated, sometimes with 
considerable excitement, and action is taken according to the decision of 
the members, 

All in all, any session is an extremely busy time, with a tremendous 
volume of work going through the Legislative mill. 

But let's get back to the openings ceremonies and an event which 
was a feature of this occasion. I refer to the presentation of a new mace 


to the people of this Province by the Alberta Civil Servant's Association. 
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As you may know, the mace is the traditional symbol of authority 
of the Legislative assembly to pass laws in the name of the sovereign. It 
occupies a place of honor on a table in the centre of th Assembly chamber 
and must be in its proper place before members can begin their deliberations. 
Each day's sitting begins when the sergeant-at-arms, carrying the mace on 
his shoulder, ushers Mr. Speaker into the chamber. When the Speaker is 
seated, the sergeant-at-arms places the mace on the table, after which the 
conduct of business may begin.. 

The history of the mace dates back to medieval times ... at least 
eight hundred years ago. At that time knighthood was in full flower, and 
maces were a kind of deadly weapon, capable of breaking through the heaviest 
armor. The earliest ceremonial maces were those used by members of the 
royal bodyguard in the reign of Richard I and were intended (and probebly 
were used) to protect the king's person. 

About this same time, maces came into seneral use as symbols of 
royal authority and were carried by officials who at that time were called 
sergeants-at-mace ... the fore-runner of our term sergeant—at-arms. uite 
possibly the first civic maces were still weapons made of steel, but in 
due time their form was altered slightly and they were deemed worthy of being 
enriched with costly metals and jewels. 

Cliver Cromwell made a classic reference to the mace as the symbol 
of authority of varliament. You'll remember when he decided to rule England 
as a “protector” or a kind of benign dictator after Charles I had been 
beheaded, te dissolved parliament with the contemptuous words, "Take away 
this bauble". He was of course referring t> the mace which, with England 
under his power, would be quite meaningless. 

When Alberta became a Province and the first session of the first 
legislature opened in Merch, 1906, the symbolism was of course carried on 
and a mace, made of wood 2nd non-precious metal decorated with gold paint, 
was put to its traditional use, This original mace has been used during 
every session for the past fifty years and was in fact used at the opening 
on February 9th. 

However, it is now replaced and will no doubt be preserved in 


honorable retirement among the archives of the Province. 
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The story of the new mace begins about a year ago when officials 
of the Civil Service Association of Alberta learned that the Government was 
thinking of buying a new one to mark Alberta's Golden Jubilee. It occurred 
to these officials that this would be a very appropriate westure for the 
Civil Servants' Association, By making such a gift, they would be commem— 
Orating Alberta's fifty golden years of progress see. and at the same time 
would be expressing in a tangible form their loyalty and appreciation to 
the people of the Province. 

As a result, an executive meetings of the Association was called 
and the proposal was enthusiastically aporoved.. A tentative design was made 
by Mr. L, B, Blain of Edmonton, and with a few modificctions by Association 
officials, the final design was sent to the firm of Joseph Fray Ltd., of 
Birmingham, England. The firm's skilled silversmiths spent about six 
months creating the new mace, 

There's no doubt about it, the result is a work of rare beauty, 
The new mace is about three feet Irng, It ecntains nearly 200 ounces of 
sterling silver, heavily overlaid with gold. Its overall weight is about 
25 pounds. 

The design is closely connected with the history and culture of 
Alberta. At the top is a hand-carved figure of a beaver mounted on the 
traditional crown, thus representing the ccnnection of Alberta with the 
throne and the Commonwealth. - 

Engraved on the crown are stylized wild roses (floral emblem of 
the Province) and sheaves of wheat. The ball of the mace bears the royal 
coat-of-arms as well as the coat-of-arms of Canada... 

There is a ring of seven gems and semi—precious stones set around 
the head band of the crown. These not only enrich the beauty of the mace, 
but as an inspired addition, spell out the word "Alberta" when the initial 
letter of each jewel is taken, The initials and the gems *re as follows: 
NA" for amethyst; "L" for lapis lazuli; "B" for beryl; "2" for emerald; 

"RY for ruby; "T" for topaz; "A" for aqua-mrine or agate. 

Below the royal crown, where the head of the mace reduces to the 

shaft (and decorated by more hand-engraved roses and sheaves of wheat) is 


the coat-of-arms of Alberta on one side and an inscribed plaque on the other, 


| Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
Legislative Assembly of Alberta - Alberta Legislature Library 
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https://archive.org/details/ableg_33398001311637 
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The inscription reads: "The Civil Service Association of alberta 
presented this mace to the people of the Province of Alberta to be held in 
trust by the Legislative Assembly, as an expression of loyalty and in 
commemoration of Alberta's Golden Jubilee, 1905 ~ 1955", 

The presentation ceremony was held on Thursday following adjourn- 
ment of the assembly for the day. Mr. Anthony Sarnshaw, vresident of the 
Civil Service Association, entered the chamber first. He was followed by 
Lt. Col. Roy Harrison, executive secretary of the Association, who cerried 
the mace, and then by Mr. '), T. Aitken, whose work a3 a civil servant goes 
back t: the old days when the 2orth West Territecrial Council administered 
the affairs of what is now Alberta. Before his retirement, Mr. Aitken had 
been @ president of the Civil Service Association and is indeed its only 
surviving charter member, 

Following Mr. sitken, Miss Jean Cossar, lst vice president rep-— 
resented the women of the Alberta civil service... 

In conducting the sresentation ceremony, Mr. Sarnshaw remarked 
upon the loyalty cf the civil service to the neople of Alberta and about 
the part played by its members in the progress and development made over 
the past fifty years. 

Observing that the new mace will remain in use long after we are 
gone, Mr. Earnshaw said (Quote) We believe that this symbol will show our 
children and cur children's children that the civil servants of Alberta have 
an enduring and vital interest in the affairs of our Province, its manicip- 
alities, institutions, highveys natural resources and the education of our 
present and future citizens. We hope that it (the mace) will serve as a 
constant reminder that Government and Civil »-ervants must work hand in 
hand to administer and provide essential services for the veople (end 
quote). 

Col. Harrison then stepped forward and handed the new mace to Mr, 
Speaker, wao expressed his appreciation of the gift, after which it was 
turned over to the sergeant—-at—-arms in whose custody it will remain during 
the present session and those to come. 

Words of thanks on Lehalf of the government by Premier Manning, 


and on behalf of Her Majesty's Loyal C»position, by Mr, Harper Prowse, 
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led Ae 
breught the presentation ceremonies to a close. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I hope you have been interested by my 
word—picture of the cpening of Alberta's 13th Legislature and the back- 
ground méterial related to this occasion. In conclusion, I want to remind 
you that the work of the Legislature (on which I hope to have an opportunity 
to report to you from time tc time during the current session) is of vital 
importance to all. “or it effects directly the daily lives of each and 
every cone of us living in the Province of Alberta. 

We have a slogan which reads "Government business is Your 


Business". I commend it to your closest attention. 


Good night, ladies and gentlemen. 
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